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Fig.12.6 Precursor of peptidoglycan. The peptidoglycan is built from
prefabricated units that contain a pentapeptide attached to the N-ace-
tylmuramic acid. The pentapeptide contains a terminal D-alanine-D-ala-
nine unit. This dipeptide is required for cross-linking the peptidoglycan
and is the basis for the action of fi-lactam and vancomycin antibiotics.
The fi-1.4 disaccharide link cleaved by lysozyme is indicated.
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l|4ep MM = Myristoxymyristic acid
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